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INDIVIDUAL TAXES WILL NOT GO 

UP 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to share with you a letter that was re-
ceived in the Rules Committee last 
night. 

It is a letter actually addressed to 
Chairman KEVIN BRADY of the Ways 
and Means Committee. It is from the 
Joint Committee on Taxation. It is a 
long letter. I will not read all of it. 
Some of it is difficult to understand, 
but let me pick out the important 
points. 

In each case, the taxpayers’ total in-
come tax liability is lower. Here is 
their concluding paragraph: 

In its totality, the combined effect of the 
tax rate and the income threshold and 
amendments made by the bill, along with the 
increase in the standard deduction, would 
not, in and of themselves, result in an in-
crease in the amount of tax imposed on vir-
tually any filer as a result of these changes. 

Translation: no one’s taxes go up; not 
36 million; not 3,600; not 36. According 
to the Joint Committee on Taxation, 
that number is zero, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

SAVE HEALTHCARE, REJECT 
REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, this 
wretched Republican tax bill threatens 
the health of millions. That is why Re-
publicans are rushing this sham 
through in record pace. They want to 
pass it before most Americans know 
what has hit them. 

It is amazing that, on this Alz-
heimer’s Awareness Month, they cele-
brate it by imposing a new Alzheimer’s 
tax. Families paying thousands of dol-
lars to care for a loved one would lose 
the right that they have today to de-
duct those huge expenses. It is not just 
a tax on Alzheimer’s, but on any sub-
stantial healthcare expense. 

As if that were not bad enough, they 
pursue with their fanatical zeal the de-
struction of ObamaCare. Again, they 
would remove one of the key pillars 
that will lead to denying coverage for 
those with preexisting conditions be-
cause their insurance premiums will 
soar. 

It will mean that millions of Ameri-
cans will lose their healthcare cov-
erage. Protect your health. Reject this 
sorry Republican tax bill. 

f 

BRING DEPORTED VETERANS 
HOME 

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank all those who have 
served our great Nation in the Armed 

Forces. On Veterans Day, we reflected 
on the sacrifices these brave men and 
women have made to keep us safe. Yet 
few Americans realize that U.S. citi-
zenship is not required for military 
service, and even fewer know that our 
Nation has gone as far as deporting 
veterans. 

My colleagues and I in the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus visited the De-
ported Veterans Support House in Ti-
juana, Mexico, to learn more about this 
issue. We heard stories about their 
service, deportation, and separation 
from family members. 

Ivan Ocon was born in Mexico and 
came to the United States when he was 
7 years old. He enlisted in the Army 
after high school, ‘‘to serve the only 
country he knew to be his home.’’ Ivan 
deployed to Iraq, Jordan, and Korea 
and received an honorable discharge. 
Ultimately, he was deported to Mexico 
and had to leave his family behind, in-
cluding his U.S.-born daughter. 

Congress can and should pass legisla-
tion that brings these deported vet-
erans home. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STEVEN 
BERGER 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Steven 
Berger, a loving son, brother, and fa-
ther of three. Growing up in Wisconsin, 
Steven was active in many sports. At 
6′6″, Steven was a standout basketball 
player in high school and later played 
in college. 

Steven lived in Minnesota where he 
worked as a financial adviser and was a 
loving father to his three children. His 
friends and family describe him as 
charismatic, full of energy, and larger 
than life—the type of man who 
breathed life into every room. 

He was also an avid fisherman and 
loved talking about stocks and com-
petitive sports. 

Steven traveled to the Route 91 Har-
vest music festival in Las Vegas with 
friends to celebrate his 44th birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my condolences to Steven Berger’s 
family and friends. Please know that 
the city of Las Vegas, the State of Ne-
vada, and the whole country grieve 
with you. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 15, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 15, 2017, at 11:34 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 534. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1, TAX CUTS AND JOBS 
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM NOVEMBER 17, 2017, 
THROUGH NOVEMBER 24, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 619 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 619 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 1) to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to title II of the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2018. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and 
Means now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-39 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) four hours of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. Clause 5(b) of rule XXI shall not apply 
to the bill or amendments thereto. 

SEC. 2. Upon passage of H.R. 1, the amend-
ment to the title of such bill recommended 
by the Committee on Ways and Means now 
printed in the bill shall be considered as 
adopted. 

SEC. 3. On any legislative day during the 
period from November 17, 2017, through No-
vember 27, 2017— 

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the 
previous day shall be considered as approved; 
and 

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the 
House adjourned to meet at a date and time, 
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by 
the Chair in declaring the adjournment. 

SEC. 4. The Speaker may appoint Members 
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 3 of 
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of 
rule I. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), my dear 
friend, pending which I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. During 
consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 
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